By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Kennith Schoemaker, 24, 1217 


McCampbe „ would seem to 
have lots to worry about this 
Thanksgiving. 


To begin with, Schoemaker was 
arrested on Saturday for auto theft, 
and his trial on that charge has 
been scheduled for March 3 in Vigo 
County Court Division 5. If con- 
victed, Schoemaker faces sentence 
of up to four years in jail. 

On Wednesday, Dennis R. Ma- 
jewski sitting in as Division 5 
judge, found probable cause existed 
for Schoemaker's arrest also on a 
robbery charge and set his bond at 
$250,000, no 10 percent. 

Also Kou W County 
Prosecutor Eric MÀ bel said there 
is “a real possibility nn additional 
charge will be filed against 
Schoemaker for attempted murder 
in that robbery. 

And, authorities are said. to be 
eyeing Schoemaker as a suspect in 
a Vigo County murder. M 

The formal robbery charge that 
may be filed against Schoemal 
next week to follow up on Wednes- 
day’s hearing before Majewski 
would be a class A felony, Abel said 
Wednesday. 

Conviction of a class A felony is 
punishable by up to 50 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

During that Oct. 28 robbery, 
Timothy Presnell, 22, Route 24, 
was shot twice in the abdomen and 
once in the hand at United Oil 
Service Station, Indiana hi i 
42 and 46. Presnell, ironically, has 
been charged with selling mari- 
juana Sept. 13 to an undercover 
policeman. 

The man Schoemaker may be 
charged with murdering is Donyon 


(anne 


C MN : 


Temarder suspect ice 
missing man: Source 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Kennith Schoemaker, a prime 
suspect in the murder of a Vigo 
County man, was a close ac- 
quaintance of Ronald L. Gilbert, 
28, 1719 Garfield Ave., a police 
source said. 

Gilbert is one of two Terre 
Haute men missing since 
September and presumed dead. 

At the time of Schoemaker’s 

last weekend, police 
in his possession a 


newspaper clipping of the disap- 


pearance of Gilbert and Gary 
Lansaw, 35, 100 N. Fruitridge 
Ave., according to Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk. 

Gilbert and Lansaw are of- 
ficially listed as missing by 


Lee Masden, 24, formerly of Perry, 
Okla. His decomposed body was 
found Oct. 29 in a remote area 
southeast of Terre Haute. 

State police say a .22-caliber 
handgun seized when Schoemaker 
was arrested Saturday may have 
been used to kill Masden. 

John A. Kesler II, who is defend- 
ing Schoemaker on the auto theft 
charge, said Wednesday he 
probably will be representing 
Schoemaker in the other matters 
that seem to be snowballing 
against him. 

“I went down there [to the 
courthouse] on Monday on a 
routine car theft [case] as far as I 


Community Affairs File 


police. fs NOV 22 1984 

Police. theorize Gilbert and 
Lansaw may have been killed 
after making a trip Sept. 18 to 
Paris, Ill., to collect a drug debt 
of $7,500 reportedly owed 
Lansaw. 

Police investigators said 
Schoemaker and Donyon Lee 
Masden, 24, whose decomposed 
body was found Oct. 29 in a 
remote area in southeast of 
Terre Haute, lived in a com- 
munal house. Masden died from 
two gunshot wounds. 
Schoemaker is the prime 
suspect in Masden’s murder, 
police said. 

Investigaters declined 
Wednesday to say whether 
Schoemaker has been ques- 
tioned about the disappearance 
of Gilbert and Lansaw. 


was concerned," 
Wednesday. 

He said he did not eveh know 
until after it happened that his 
client was in court Wednesday on 
the robbery precharge. 

According to Abel, Presnell has 
identified Schoemaker as the man 
who shot him. A 

But Kesler said he also un- 
derstood Schoemaker and Presnell 
were part of the same group of 
prisoners chained together in court 
for three hours Monday and that 
Presnell did not recognize 
Schoemaker then. 

“We'll just have to wait and see 
what happens,” Kesler said. ~ 


Kesler -said 
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Schoemáker charged in Masden case 


/ ytYle 4 

Kennith Schoemaker, 24. ud 
arrested Friday on a warrant 
charging him with murder. He was 
already lodged in the Vigo County 
Jail on charges of attempted 
murder, robbery and auto theft. 

Vigo County Chief Deputy 
Prosecutor James L. Walker said 
Schoemaker is accused of killing 
Donyon Lee Masden, 24, formerly 
of Perry, Okla. Masden's decom- 
posed body was found Oct. 29 in a 
wooded area southeast of Terre 
Haute. 

Schoemaker had been named a 
prime suspect in the shooting 
death of Masden two weeks ago by 
state police investigators. 

According to a probable cause 


Communit 


T 


AAs ( / 
affidavit Ned Friday, Masden died 
of gunshot wounds to the chest 
from a .22-caliber pistol Sept. 26. 
Masden and Schoemaker, accord- 
ing to court documents, had gone 
deer hunting on that date. 

After returning from the hunting 
trip, Schoemaker told a female, 
"You'll never see his face again," 
according to a court document. 

When police arrested 
Schoemaker three weeks ago on a 
charge of auto theft, they con- 
fiscated a .22.caliber handgun. 
Laboratory tests revealed the pistol 
taken from Schoemaker was used 
in the shooting of Masden as well 
88 the shooting of service-station 
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attendant Timothy Presnell, 22, 
Route 24. 

Presnell was shot during a 
robbery Oct. 28 at the United Oil 
Service Station near the intersec- 
tion of Indiana highways 42 and 
46. 

Schoemaker has been charged 
with attempted murder in connec- 
tion with Presnell's Shooting and 
robbery. Bond for the attempted 
murder, robbery and auto theft 
charges totaled $250,000, no 10 
percent acceptable. 

Schoemaker is scheduled to 
make a court appearance Monday 
before Vigo County Superior Court 
Division 1 Judge Michael Eldred. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A 25-year-old Terre Haute man 
got concurrent sentences Wednes- 
day for attempted murder, volun- 
ee ent and auto theft. 

e longest sentence imposed on 


Kenneth W. Schoomaker was 35 
years. If he abides by Department 


or Correction rules, he will be 

ible for release in 17% years. 

80 oemaker also receives credit on 

his sentence for about 10 months’ 

incarceration before he was 
sentenced Wednesday. 

The sentences were imposed as a 


"NA US 
4% U. Lash in iuo 
"Had the pl ts not 
e plea Mun n 

been reached, and d Schoemaker 
been convicted al three cases 
pending against him, he could have 
been sentenced to up to 164 years 
in prison. 

Jurors earlier this year were 
unable to reach a unamimous 
decision on allegations in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1 that 

oemaker murd 


Mey 8. 
af of the plea agreements says 
“because the prior jury trial of this 
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VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIS RA RY 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Btate agrees defen- 
dant to plead gully tot to the included 


offense voluntar 
manslau hear,’ for whic 
2 penma er got a 20-year 


9 in the same plea agree- 
ment is resolution of allegations 
also set for trial in Eldred’s court. 

In that case, Schoemaker of 1217 
McCampbell St. was accused of 
trying to murder Timothy A. 
Presnell, 22, of Route 24 on Oct. 28, 
1984, at a service station at 
Indiana 42 and Indiana 46 by 

Presnell with two .22- 
pe dguns and then fleeing 
with $180. 


ced for crimes 
cause resulted in a hun jury Hi" ^" Boab Fiaded 


fend ue 
trying to murder Presnel the 
state in return dropped the robbery 
allegation as part of the plea 
agreement. 

For the murder attempt, 
Schoemaker got a 85-year 
sentence. 

Another trial set for Schoemaker 
in Vigo County Court Division 5 
also was cleared up Wednesday by 
a plea agreement. 

In Division 5, Schoemaker got a 
four-year sentence for taking a car 
Oct. 25, 1984, for a test drive from 
Dorsett’s Auto Sales at 1457 
Lafayette Ave. and not returning 
the vehicle. 
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in Schoemaker murder case 


By Patrick J. Barnes 


and George Wardell 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporters 


Jurors, after about 10 hours 
deliberation, failed to reach a 
verdict Friday in the five-day trial 
of Kenneth Schoemaker, accused of 
the September 1984 murder of 
Donyon Lee Masden. 

Vigo Superior Court Judge 
Michae! Eldred declared a mistrial, 
after jurors returned at 9:30 p.m. to 
report they had reached an im- 
passe a second time. 

Schoemaker, 24, was charged 
with the shooting death of Masden, 
also 24, formerly of Perry, Okla., 
whose decomposed body was found 

9 in a wooded area in 
southern Vigo County. A 
i said that Masden had 

m shot twice, once in the back 
and once in the chest with a .22- 
caliber gun. 

Eldred scheduled a hearing for 9 
a.m. Monday on a new trial for 
Schoemaker, who remains in the 
Vigo County Jail. 

e jury ad informed Eldred of 
a deadlock about 5:30 p.m. Follow- 
ing a dinner break, jury members 
continued deliberating and again 
declared an impasse. 

“I wish to thank the jury for their 
honest effort in attempting to reach 
a decision in this matter,” Eldred 
told the juny. “I don't want you to 
feel bad about not reaching a 
verdict." 

“Naturally, I am disappointed 
with the verdict, said Deputy 
Prosecutor Brad Bough. I am sure 
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Kenneth 
Schoemaker escorted by VCSD 
Sgt. Mike Loudermilk ` 


No verdict: 


he will be retried.” 

Bough said that Schoemaker is 
still facing two trials on armed 
robbery and attempted murder 
charges stemming from an incident 
Oct. 28, 1984, at a United Service 
Station at Indianas 42 and 46, in 
which the attendant, Timothy 
Presnell, was shot during a robbery 
attempt. 

Defense attorney John Kesler II 
said, “Obviously it’s not the de- 
cision we wanted, but it was a 
better ending than it could have 
been. I was confident about the 
case throughout the trial.” 

In final arguments to the jury, 
consisting of four men and eight 
women, Bough said, “The State of 
Indiana will not tolerate murders 


REFERENCE 


and we will not tolerate leaving 
bodies in the woods. This is a case 
about a killer who lured his victim 
into the woods and killed him. He 
[Schoemaker] shot his victim twice, 
once in the back, and dragged the 
body by his feet before using a 
mattress to cover the victim.” 

Kesler, using an alibi defense for 
Schoemaker, told jurors, “No one 
has ever placed that gun in the 
hands of Kenneth Schoemaker. 
The state’s whole case is 
circumstantial. There were no 
eyewitnesses. 

“You [the jury] can’t speculate on 
the evidence and send this young 
man to the penitentiary for the rest 
of his life.’ 

Kesler asked the jury, “What 
evidence do you have the murder 
occurred in Vigo County? They [the 


prosecutor] know [the murder] 


didn't occur in Vigo County. The 
body was transported [to the area] 
and dumped." 

Bough told jury members, "This 
should not be a trial by confusion 
or a smoke screen. We called 
witnesses who witnessed things. 
You certainly don't murder so- 
meone in open court. You murder 
them in the woods." 

In opening statements to the jury 
Tuesday, Bough said that 
Schoemaker and Masden went deer 
hunting together on Sept. 26. 
Schoemaker, according to the de- 
puty prosecutor, returned alone 
and told friends, ^You'll never see 
his face again." 

Masden's body was found on Oct. 
29 lying under a mattress in a 
wooded area by two men. 
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Son finds woman's batt 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Loretta Keith, 89, was brutally 
beaten to death — her skull smashed 
* as shelay in her West Terre Haute 

ed. 

Her body was discovered by her 
Son, James Keith, Thursday morn- 
ing. Keith said he knew something 
was wrong when he passed his 
mother's home at 501 S. Fourth St. 

For several years, Mrs. Keith 
each morning would sit in front of a 
window at her home to exchange 
waves with her son as he passed en 
route to work. 

“I knew something was wrong 
when Mom wasn’t at the window this 
morning waving,” Keith said. 

Keith stopped his vehicle, backed 
up and parked. He entered the 
unlocked back porch to find a door- 
glass leading to the kitchen smashed 
and standing open. 

Inside the house Keith found his 
mother, a former priest's 
housekeeper, dead, the victim of an 
unmerciful beating. Her skull had 
been smashed with a blunt object, 
Indiana State Police investigator 
Don Null said. 


West Terre Haute Police Chief 
Richard ‘‘Bucky’’ Buchanan, after 
arriving at the Keith residence, 
requested the assistance of state 
police in the investigation. 

Null said there was no evidence 
the elderly woman had been sexually 
molested. 

Null said the victim was beaten to 
death between 12:30 and 1:30 a.m. 

“The killer or killers used a heavy, 
blunt instrument," Null said.The 
murder weapon has not been found. 

The veteran police investigator 
said he theorized the woman, who 
was partially deaf, did not hear the 
glass being broken out. 

“It appeared the intruders walked 
right into her bedroom without her 
awakening, Null said. There was 
signs of a small, brief struggle. Her 
hands and arms had been struck with 
the weapon, as she may have 
attempted to cover her head from 
the beating.“ 

Null said it appeared robbery may 
he ve been the motive. Dresser 
drawers were open and it looked as 
though the closets had been 
searched.“ 

Null said none of the neighbors 
reported hearing or seeing anything 
unusual during the night. 


Neighbors refused to respond to 
knocks on their doors by a reporter. 

Null said he learned the woman 
had been plagued by anonymous 
telephone calls several months ago. 
The phone number was changed and 
the calls stopped, he said. 

A state police techician was 
observed removing several items of 
evidence in bags from the residence. 
Those items, Null said, would be sent 
to à crime lab for examination. 

Keith said his mother had lived 
alone in her West Terre Haute home 
since the death of her husband in 
1951. 


The murdered woman retired at 75 
as a personal housekeeper for 
Father Joseph Brokhage, former 
pastor at St. Leonard’s Catholic 
Church in West Terre Haute. 
Brokhage is now assigned to St. 
Maurice Catholic Church in 
Napoleon, Ind. 


“I’m terribly shocked. She was a 
wonderful iman being," Brokhage 
said Thursday night. It is beyond 

my imagination how anyone would 
be able to kill a person that age, and 
that good. 

He described her as a responsible 
person, one who loved people and 


was molded by strong Christian 
attitudes. 

He said it would have to be a 
“ridiculously, insane person“ who 
would perpetrate such a deed. 

Keith worked for him at St. 
Leonard's and later in Indianapolis, 
first at a house for Marian College 


ered body 
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Death scene: Modest house belies early morning horror 


students, and later at the Latin 
School of Indianapolis. He estimated 
she worked for him about 15 years. 
Keith, a deputy Vigo County Civil 
Defense director, lives at 505 S. Fifth 
St., West Terre Haute. He served 12 
years as a Democratic member of 
the West Terre Haute town board. 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Loretta Keith, 89, was brutally 
beaten to death — her skull smashed 
* as shelay in her West Terre Haute 

ed. 

Her body was discovered by her 
Son, James Keith, Thursday morn- 
ing. Keith said he knew something 
was wrong when he passed his 
mother's home at 501 S. Fourth St. 

For several years, Mrs. Keith 
each morning would sit in front of a 
window at her home to exchange 
waves with her son as he passed en 
route to work. 

“I knew something was wrong 
when Mom wasn’t at the window this 
morning waving,” Keith said. 

Keith stopped his vehicle, backed 
up and parked. He entered the 
unlocked back porch to find a door- 
glass leading to the kitchen smashed 
and standing open. 

Inside the house Keith found his 
mother, a former priest's 
housekeeper, dead, the victim of an 
unmerciful beating. Her skull had 
been smashed with a blunt object, 
Indiana State Police investigator 
Don Null said. 


West Terre Haute Police Chief 
Richard ‘‘Bucky’’ Buchanan, after 
arriving at the Keith residence, 
requested the assistance of state 
police in the investigation. 

Null said there was no evidence 
the elderly woman had been sexually 
molested. 

Null said the victim was beaten to 
death between 12:30 and 1:30 a.m. 

“The killer or killers used a heavy, 
blunt instrument," Null said.The 
murder weapon has not been found. 

The veteran police investigator 
said he theorized the woman, who 
was partially deaf, did not hear the 
glass being broken out. 

“It appeared the intruders walked 
right into her bedroom without her 
awakening, Null said. There was 
signs of a small, brief struggle. Her 
hands and arms had been struck with 
the weapon, as she may have 
attempted to cover her head from 
the beating.“ 

Null said it appeared robbery may 
he ve been the motive. Dresser 
drawers were open and it looked as 
though the closets had been 
searched.“ 

Null said none of the neighbors 
reported hearing or seeing anything 
unusual during the night. 


Neighbors refused to respond to 
knocks on their doors by a reporter. 

Null said he learned the woman 
had been plagued by anonymous 
telephone calls several months ago. 
The phone number was changed and 
the calls stopped, he said. 

A state police techician was 
observed removing several items of 
evidence in bags from the residence. 
Those items, Null said, would be sent 
to à crime lab for examination. 

Keith said his mother had lived 
alone in her West Terre Haute home 
since the death of her husband in 
1951. 


The murdered woman retired at 75 
as a personal housekeeper for 
Father Joseph Brokhage, former 
pastor at St. Leonard’s Catholic 
Church in West Terre Haute. 
Brokhage is now assigned to St. 
Maurice Catholic Church in 
Napoleon, Ind. 


“I’m terribly shocked. She was a 
wonderful iman being," Brokhage 
said Thursday night. It is beyond 

my imagination how anyone would 
be able to kill a person that age, and 
that good. 

He described her as a responsible 
person, one who loved people and 


was molded by strong Christian 
attitudes. 

He said it would have to be a 
“ridiculously, insane person“ who 
would perpetrate such a deed. 

Keith worked for him at St. 
Leonard's and later in Indianapolis, 
first at a house for Marian College 
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students, and later at the Latin 
School of Indianapolis. He estimated 
she worked for him about 15 years. 
Keith, a deputy Vigo County Civil 
Defense director, lives at 505 S. Fifth 
St., West Terre Haute. He served 12 
years as a Democratic member of 
the West Terre Haute town board. 
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in Keith's bludgeoning death 


By John Halladay 
Tribune - Star Staff Reporter 


Two rural West Terre Haute men 
were being held without bond 
Thursday in the Vigo County Jail 
after the grand jury investigating 
the Loretta Keith death completed 
its work. 

Papers handed up by the grand 
jury to Vigo 10 7091 ourt 
Division 1 Judge Michael H. Eldred 
pere laced E m court pel: 

i Scott. , Route 16, an 
Paul . ycotf, 30, Route 11, both 
previously identified as targets of 


the grand-jury investigation, were 
arrested on warrants issued by 
Eldred a few hours after the grand 
jury completed its work. 

ott is charged with murder and 


burglary. Wycoff is charged with 
burglary. 

Keith, 89, was beaten to death 
April 19 as she lay in bed in her 
home, 501 S. Fourth St., West 
Terre Haute. Investigators said 
dresser drawers were open and it 
appeared closets had been 
searched. 

The grand jury began its in- 
vestigation July 24. Both defen- 
dants were eduled to testify 
before the grand jury, but both 
exercised their legal rights not to 
do 80. 

The investigation, which ended 
Thursday, has been in recess for 
about a month to allow state police 
crime lab tests to be completed and 
because of conflicting schedules of 
those involved in the investigation. 

Scott was brought to the Vigo 
County Jail about 4 p.m. Thursday. 


Indiana State Police Investigator 
Don Bosc said Scott was arrested 
by West Terre Haute police when 
the car he was in was stopped at 
Interstate 70 and Darwin Road. 
Wycoff was brought to the jail 
about 45 minutes later. 

Neither suspect resisted being 
taken into custody, according to 
state police. 

Georze G. Wilder, deputy Vigo 
County prosecutor who has been 
involved in the case, was at the jail 
as the defendants were 


„fingerprinted, photographed and 


placed in cells. But any comment 
on the arrests was being reserved 
for Prosecutor Eric M. Abel, who 
was out of town Thursday after- 
noon. 

Both Scott and Wycoff may make 
appearances today in  Eldred's 
court. 
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„fingerprinted, photographed and 
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David L. Scott, 17, surrenders his personal by a grand jury on charges of murder and 
belongings after being booked into the Vigo burglary. Processing Scott is jail correc- 
County Jail after being indicted Thursday tional officer Joan Sauer. i 4 
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Jury convicts 
teen of murder 


By John Halladay - 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Vigo County jurors found David 
L. tt. 17. Route 16, West Terre 

aute, guilty Friday of the April 
1984 murder of Loretta Keith, 89, 
and the burglary of her home. 

Keith was beaten to death as she 
lay in bed in her home, 501 S. 
Fourth St., West Terre Haute. 

“I love him. He's mine. He didn't 
do it," Nora Brown, David Scott's 
mother, said in an emotion-choked 
voice after the verdict. 

"He was set up by a shrewd 
operator. Its gonna be proven," 
Brown said. 

Brown and Scott's sister, Carol, 
broke into tears in the courtroom 
after jurors returned their un- 
animous verdicts that could bring 
Scott sentences totaling 110 years 
in the custody of the Indiana 
Department of Correction. 

pparently unable to contain her 
emotion, the defendant's sister 
rushed from the courtroom and 
down a hallway. 

"It was a very tough trial" for 


in Keith death 


both sides, James Keith, the 
murdered woman’s son and the 
person who first discovered her 
body, said after the verdict. He 
declined further comment. 

“This has obviously been an 
emotional trial,” Judge Michael H. 
Eldred said earlier as he warned 
spectators that any outbursts 
would result in arrest for contempt 
of court. Any verdict would leave 
someone unhappy, but, “This is a 
court of law,” he said. 

Security was exceptionally tight. 
Spectators had to be examined by 
law officers with a metal detector 
before they could enter, and city 
police and sheriffs deputies were 
on hand. 

"Its a tough verdict to take, any 
time you represent someone that 
young," defense attorney Larry J. 
Wagner said. An appeal will be 
filed, he said. 

“Its a verdict which was in 
accord with the evidence," James 
Bopp, deputy Vigo County 
prosecutor, said. He declined to say 
what sentences he will recommend 
for Scott during the April 22 
sentencing hearing. 
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‘Brutal crime’ 


gets defendant | 


80-year term 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Crimes against the elderly will 
not be tolerated, Judge Michael H. 
Eldred said Friday as he sentenced 
Davi 17, Route 16, West 
Terre Haute, to 80 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

“Violence to someone in the final 
days of their life like this is 
violence to all of us, and the 
message must go out," Eldred said. 

Scott was found guilty March 22 
of the April 1984 murder of Loretta 
Keith, 89, and the burglary of her 
home. Keith was beaten to death 
with an iron bar as she lay in bed 
in her home, 501 S. Fourth St., 
West Terre Haute. 

It was, Eldred said, “A brutal 
crime, a monstrous crime.” 

The judge said he concurred with 
the jurors’ decision that Scott was 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt. 

Scott is a special-education stu- 
dent with a troubled past, includ- 
ing a criminal record at age 11. “At 
every bend in the road, David 
Scott’s life took the wrong turn,” 
Eldred said. “I don’t think you are 
truly responsible for what you have 
become but what you are 
frightens me a great deal.” 

Even had Keith not been Scott’s 
victim, “someone else would have, 
very soon,” the judge said he 
believed. 

Eldred referred to a_ secretly 
taped conversation Sept. 25, 1984, 
during which Scott said, “I could 
kill a man in a heartbeat [and] not 
even think about it.” 

Scott cried as the sentence was 
imposed. 


s (WA ) 
e will first be eligible for 
release in 40 years. f 
Eldred said Scott should get 
psychological counseling while he 
is in the custody of the Department 
of Correction. : 
Attorney Larry J. Wagner will 
continue to represent ott on 
appeal. Eldred said Friday that, 
during his 10 years as an attorney 
and five as a judge, Wagner's 
defense of Scott was as skillful as 
aby defense he’d seen. : 
urors also said they felt 
Wagners defense work was ex- 
cellent, according to Eldred. i 
One of the jurors who convicted 
Scott now has changed her mind 
and says she was pressured into 
ygru dor conviction. "It's a ques- 
tion that in all probability will be 
raised on appeal" Wagner said 
after the sentencng. , 
Scott's mother, Nora Brown, said 
from the witness stand Friday that 
her son did not commit the crime. 
The guilty party is Paul L. Wycoff, 
a 31-year-old co-defendant in the 
burglary, Brown said. Wycoffs 
burglary trial is scheduled July 22. 
Brown said she has contacted 
even Nancy Reagan in her continu- 
ing effort to free her son. : 
ames Bopp Jr. deputy Vigo 
County prosecutor, asked Eldred to 
impose the maximum total of 110 
years for the crimes. 
Scott is not remorseful for killing 
the elderly victim, whose only 
“crime” was to open her eyes and 
see Scott inside her home, Bopp 
said. c 
During the sentencing, 13 un- 
iformed and plainclothes officers 
were in and near the courtroom to 
maintain security. Eldred said 
there had been threats made to 
disrupt the proceedings. 
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Scott sentenced 


quickl 


By John Halladay 
Tribune Stur Staff Reporter 


m 


It took just minutes Tuesday 
for David Scott, 19, to be 
sentenced again for the April 
1984 beating death of Loretta 
Keith, an 89-year-old West 
Terre Haute woman for whom 
he had done odd jobs. 

Scott was convicted of — and 
originally sentenced for — both 
; burglarizing Keith's home and 


“murdering her in the course of 


that burglary. 

The Indiana Supreme Court 
ruled July 16 that it was 
improper to impose a separate 
30-year sentence for the 
burglary. 

Scott also challenged the 59- 
“year sentence he got for murder- 
ing Keith. The high court. said 
that sentence was "not un- 
reasonable in light of thé nature 


in death 


ng ^e Nen and c Ae s of 
the offender." 

Court records indicated that 
Scott, under the influence of 
drugs, broke into Keith's house 
and was searching for money 
when he discovered her lying in 
bed, awake. He then began 
beating her in the head with an 
iron. bar. 

"| just commenced beating her 
until, you know, it was blood all 
over the place and then 1 got 
sick,” Scott said in a secretly 
recorded conversation with his 


employer — a man the defense 
said Scott was just trying lo 
impress. 


Scott said he could not recall 
how many times he hit the 
elderly woman. 

In Vigo Superior Court 
Division 1 on Tuesday, Judge 
Michael H. Eldred again im- 
posed the 50-year sentence on 
Scott, but canceled the burglary 
sentence. ; C= me > 
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By Max Jones SEP 
City Editor/Bi-state 


26 1985 


A 31-year-old Burnett man was 
found dead early Wednesday on a 
narrow private lane southeast of 
Marshall, IIl., the victim of a 
gunshot wound to the head. 

The investigation into the death 
is centered in Terre Haute, where 
David W. Shepherd was last seen 
by family members at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. His car was found 
Wednesday night in a tavern 
parking lot in Vigo County. 

Shepherd’s body was spotted at 
7:30 a.m. by Kathy Helman while 
she was walking with her two 
children to meet a school bus on 
Darwin Road a quarter mile away. 

She returned to her home and 
told her husband, who went to the 
scene. į 

“I thought that maybe it was just 
some drunk passed out on the 
road,” said Jerry Helman, a 
Wabash Township farmer. “My dad 
just lives down the road go I had 
my wife call him and have him 
meet me in the lane. 

“When I got down there, I saw 
the guy was dead. I ran down to the 
head of the lane and stopped my 
dad from driving in and destroying 
evidence.” 

Helman said the only apparent 
evidence at the scene was a beer 
can near the body and a “good set 
of tire tracks.” He said the lane was 
made of sand and recent rain had 


£r ^ 


made it soft. “We havent been 
going up and down the lane much 
the last few days and you can tell 
my tracks from the others. They 
should get a good set of prints." 

Clark County, III., Sheriffs De- 
puty Mike Davidson said state 

olice and officials of the Illinois 

epartment of Criminal Investiga- 
tions spent the morning at the 
scene gathering evidence. He said 
FA M was apparently shot once 
in the right side of the head just 
below the temple. 

Clark County Coroner Greg 
Hosch said an autopsy on 
Shepherd’s pl would be 
performed today by a forensic 
pathologist at Memorial Medical 

enter in Springfield. 

Sheriff Dan Crumrin and Illinois 
authorities spent the afternoon in 
Terre Haute gathering background 
on Shepherd, an unemployed Navy 
veteran who had been disabled. 

The sheriff said Shepherd's 
mother, Vera, and sister, Mary, 
told him they last saw the victim at 
around 10:30 a.m. Tuesday. They 
also provided a description of the 
car he was driving. 

The car, a 1977 bright green Opel 
with gray body-putty spots, was 
found at about 5:30 p.m. outside 
the Western Star tavern in 
Toadhop just off U.S. 40 near West 
Terre Haute. Investigators said bar 
patrons and residents of the area 
gave conflicting reports on how 
long the car had been parked in the 
tavern lot. 

Police took custody of the car 


Ni 
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that was towed to an undisclosed 
site for investigation. 

Crumrin said he has no solid 
leads in the case. "We're just doing 
our fact-finding right now.” he said, 
“and we're trying to find a motive.” 

Davidson said police believe the 


es surface in man's de 


shooting occurred where the body 
was found. "It's all theory, but we 
think the shooting occurred at the 
scene. There was a lot of blood on 
the ground, and that indicates that 
the body wasn't just dumped 
there." 
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Found: Police investigators check victim's car after finding it near tavern in Toadhop. 


Davidson said the Helman fami- 
ly came down the lane at 4 p.m: 
penis and did not leave again 
until the body was found. There 
are no reports of anyone seeing or 
hearing anything unusual during 
the night, the deputy said. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Murder victim David W. “Shep” Shepherd 
of Burnett, whose body was Bind early | 


Wednesday near Marshall, Ill., was seen at 
about 12:30 p.m. Tuesday leaving the 
Sandcut Tavern on Route 52 with two 
unidentified men, Clark County, III., Sheriff 
Dan Crumrin said Thursday. , 
Crumrin said police have attempted to 
trace Shepherd’s activities on Tuesday, but 
lost track of him after 12:30 p. m. He said no 
suspects have been named in the investiga- 


tion. 

Shepherd’s body was found at about 7:30 
a.m. Wednesday southeast of Marshall, with 
a single gunshot wound to the head. 
Preliminary autopsy results revealed no 
other injuries or trauma. Results of a 
toxicological. analysis handled by forensic 


pathologist Dr. Grant Johnson of Springfield. 


are not expected for three or four days, Clark 
County Coroner Greg Hosch said. 

Family members last saw the 31-year-old 
Shepherd about 10:30 a.m. Tuesday. He had 
left their rural home about 8 a.m. Tuesday 
to transport a fellow disabled veteran and 
former Street Department worker, Don 
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vith 2 men Tuesday 


Featherston, to a local doctor's appointment, 
said Shepherd’s wife, Dessie. 

After leaving Featherston at the doctor's 
office, Shepherd stopped at about 10:30 a.m. | 
at the home of his mother, Vera L. Shepherd 
of 3001 Kussner St. He returned home with 
groceries, then to the doctor's office for| 
Featherston and dropped him off, Dessie 
Shepherd said. 

Shepherd also stopped at the home of a 
Terre Haute man to pick up two citizen band 
radios that had been repaired, Vicky 
Shepherd said. He later was seen leaving the 
Sandcut Tavern at about 12:30 p.m. with two 
unidentified men. 2 

The 31-year-old unemployed Navy 
veteran, also known by his CB handle as 
“Grumpy,” no longer drank beer but 
sometimes stopped to piay pool said Vickie 
Shepherd, one of Shepherd’s three sisters. 
Disabled by muscular dystrophy, Shepherd 
relied on a cane about 75 percent of the time, 
she said. 3 : 

Shepherd's car was found at about 5:30 
p.m. outside the Western Star tavern in 
Toadhop just off U.S. 40 near West Terre 
Haute. Clark County Sheriffs Deputy Mike 
Davidson said police believe the Bose 
occurred where the body was found. 
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Probe into murder 
now at standstill, 


(i MON 


By oe Baker” Affairs File 


Assistant City Editor 


Progress apparently has come to a 
standstill in the investigation into the 
Sept. 25 slaying of David Shepherd of 
Burnett who was ~found 8820 near 
Marshall, III., with a shotgun wound to the 
head. 

“All I can tell you is that there is no 
progress being made right now, but we still 
have people to talk to,” Clark County, III., 
Sheriff Dan Crumrin said Friday. 

He and Illinois State Police agent Larry 
Coughlin are spearheading the investiga- 
tion that is centered in Terre Haute and 
West Terre Haute. Coughlin has been 
working full time on the investigation 
since the slaying. 

Commander John E. Moomaw of the 
Illinois State Police post at Effingham, 


(VU NA. 
where the investigation is being 
coordinated, partially attributed the 
standstill in the investigation to a lack of 
cooperation from several Terre Haute and 
West Terre Haute persons questioned in 
connection with the killing. 

“Yes I’m sure there are several people 
who are not telling us what they know,” 
Moomaw said. edi 

Asked to characterize the progress bein 
made in the investigation, Moomaw Sai 
"We're doing everything possible — we're | 
checking leads. That's a vague answer, eJ 
that’s the best I can do." : 

A possible drug link to the murdé | 
remains speculative, Moomaw said. | 
“There’s a lot of speculation, but nothing 
to hammer it down as fact. We're not 
ruling it out.“ i 

.Moomaw said he has not seen a report 
on a dusting for fingerprints from 
Seay car. That car was found at a 
Toadhop tavern the day Shepherd's body 
was found near Marshall. L 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Terre Haute Fire Chief LeRoy Shipley was 


arrested Thursday by FBI agents and accused 
of accepting a $5,500 kickback for the the 
purchase of a fire truck almost five years ago. 
Embroiled in con- 
troversy for much of 
the eight years he has 
been fire chief, Ship- 
ley was taken into 
custody at his home 
shortly after 9 a.m. by 
federal agents. Later, 
he was taken before 
U.S. Magistrate Jor- 
dan D Lewis and ad- 
vised of the charge. A 
federal court hearing 
is scheduled Aug 9 for 
Shipley He has been 
released on his own 
recognizance. 


.SHIPLEY 
The arrest warrant said Shipley “‘unlawful- 
ly. wiltully and feloniously effect inter-state 


commerce by extortion.” a violation of the 
Hobbs Act. à 

Specifically. federal agents said the 42-year- 
old Shipley is accused of accepting $5,500 from 
two individuals who sold the city a fire truck 
in Aug., 1974. Authorities did not identify the 
two individuals. 


Fire Chief Arrest 
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On June 20, 1973, the Terre Haute Board of 
Public Works awarded a contract to Maxim 
Motor Division, Seagrave Corp., Middleboro. 
Mass., for a 1,500 gallon per minute pumper. 
The company submitted a bid of $61,162 for the 
pumper with option to purchase a special 
automatic transmission for an additional 
$3.490. 


According to city records, the pumper was 
paid for Aug. 6. 1974. The final transaction was 
signed by Wilbur R. Oakley, president of the 
Seagrave Corp.. but federal authorities did not 
say whether or not he was one of the two men 
from whom Shipley allegedly had obtained the 
money. 


Shipley was not available for comment 
Thursday, however the fire chief’s wife. Janet, 
called the federal charge. ''accusations ... 
period.“ 

“They just want to ruin us and our family. 
but they are going to find out we can take it. 
The charges are accusations ... period!," said 
Mrs. Shipley. 

The fire chief's wife said she did not want to 
dwell on what had transpired when federal 
agents came to her home Thursday morning. 
but said authorities did not permit her a 
chance to telephone an attorney until after her 
husband was taken to the the Federal Building 
here. 

Shipley is believed to have retained.attnenev 
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John A. Kesler. the;Same attorney who repre- 
sented him in a 1976 trial for which the fire 
chief was accused of bribery. Shipley was 
found not guilty of the charge. 


During the 1976 trial, Shipley was accused of 
accepting a $400 bribe from American Fire & 
Safety Co., a business which furnished the 
Terre Haute Fire Department with depart- 
ment supplies. A former city firefighter, Virgil 
Allen, testified in the trial he and not Shipley 
accepted money from the company. Allen said 
he took the money to pay bills, 


Thursday. federal agents said Shiplev's ar- 
rest stemmed from a 10-month investigation 
by special agents of the FBI and members of 
the staff of U.S. Attorney Virginia D. McCarty. 
It is not known whether authorities used 
testimony in the 1976 trial as a basis for the 
more recent investigation. However, former 
Vigo County Prosecutor Michael H. Kearns 
said he personally had not become involved in 
the FBI probe and could not speculate whether 
federal authorities paid attention to testimony 
brought out in the 1976 trial in which Shipley 
was exonerated. 


Mayor William J. Brighton. who himself has 
not escaped the focus of federal and local 
investigations, was out of town Thursday and 
could not comment on what he plans to do with 
Shipley. In 1976, Shipley. was suspended with 
nav until after the trial. 
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The Hobbs Act. by which Shipley is charged, 
is technically known as Title 18, U.S. Code, 
Sec. 1951, and states. 


‘Whoever in any way or degree obstructs., 
delays, or affects commerce or the movement 
of any article or commodity in commerce, by 
robbery or extortion or attempts or conspires; 
so to do or commits or threatens physical 
violence to any person or property in 
furtherance of a plan or purpose to do anything 
in violation of this section shall be fined not 
more than $10.000 or imprisoned not more than 
twenty years. or both. 


~The term ‘extortion’ means obtaining prop- 
erty from another, with his consent, induced 
by wrongful use of actual or threatened force, 
violence, or fear. or under color of official 
right. 


Commerce. according to the code, means 
“commerce withing the District of Columbia, 
or any Territory or Possession of the United 
States: all commerce between any point in a 
State, Territory. Possession, or the District of 
Columbia and any point outside thereof; all 
commerce between points within the same 
State through any place outside such State: 
and all other commerce over which the United 
States has jurisdiction.’ In that the purchase 
of the fire trucks crossed state boundaries, it d 
came under the jurisdiction of the Hobbs Act. i 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 

Star Staff Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS — A jury Friday 
night found Terre Haute Fire Chief 
LeRoy Shipley not guilty of all four 
charges brought against him in U.S. 
District Court here. 

The jury of six men and six women 
ierten for five hours and 45 
minutes before announcing its 
verdict. 

Shipley ; had been charged with 
violating the federal Hobbs Act and 
three counts of "conspiracy to com- 
mit interstate travel in aid of 
racketeering-bribery.“ 

Shipley, fire chief in Terre Haute 
since 1972, was arrested in August of 
this year after a federal grand jury 
indicted him for allegedly accepting a 
85. 500 kickback as i aa a. $65,000 
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|- Immediately following the verdict, - 
Shipley told newsmen, Justice pre- 
vailed. I know what I did and I didn’t 
do what they said I did. The 43-year- 
old Shipley said he did not understand 
why co-defendants Wilbur R. Oakley 
and Richard C. Lamb made accusa- 
tions against him. 

Earlier this week, both Oakley and 
Lamb admitted to a conspiracy to pay 
Shipley $5,500. Lamb, fire chief of 
Wayne Township in Marion County, 
said he personally delivered two en- 
velopes, containing $3,000 and $2,500, 
to Shipley. He said the first envelope 
was delivered around Aug. 5, 1974, 
and the second, two or three ‘weeks 
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torney, John A. Kesler, said he had 
renewed faith in the jury system. 


m 23 e always been an advocate of 
toni ' system at and the verdict 

onig d es me renewed faith in it," 
he explained. 

- Kesler said he believed the turning 
point of the five-day trial came when 
U.S. District Court Judge S. Hugh 
Dillin allowed the playing of two FBI- 
taped recordings of conversations 
between Shipley and each of his co 
defendants. - | 

The tapes were played Wednesday 
in court at Kesler's request. In the 
taped conversations between Shipley 
and Oakley and Shipley and Lamb, 
the fire chief repeatedly denied he 
had any Fünen of the $5,500 
kickback. 

Kesler asserted de tapes proved 
Shipley had had no knowledge of the 
alleged $5,500 kickback. ''They set 
him-up, trying to prove he did it, but 
it backfired. He disclaimed any 
knowledge of the kickback, Kesler 
told newsmen after the acquittal. 

Throughout his final argument, 
Kesler urged the jury not to be 
intimidated by the federal govern- 
ment. He said the prosecution sub- 
mitted as evidence a large amount of 
records and papers to confuse the 
jurors. 

“A mouse is an elephant made to 
government specifications. They’ ve 
taken a mouse and tried to make you 
believe it’s an elephant. Don’t let 
them lead you down a trail of con- 
fusion,“ said Kesler in his admonition 
to the jury. 

He also said, “And remember, it’s 
not a choice of innocent or guilty. 


You've got to prove he's guilty 


beyond a reasonable doubt. If you 


don't know in your mind whether he 


took the money or not, then he's not 


guilty. It's easy to make accusations, 
but it's awfully tough to prove them. " 


Assistant U.S. District Attorney 
Kennard Foster said the case was not 
a comparison of a mouse and an 
elephant. In his final argument 
speech to the jury, he said, It's a 
comparison of rats. three of them. 
Two (Oakley and Lamb) already 
pleaded guilty to the conspiracy. We 


Squeeze them till they B Oakley 


and Lamb popped.“ 


"Foster continued, “You squeeze 
som f the little rats to get the Bg 

es" as he looked directly at 
Shi pley. He also said Oakley paid 
Shipley the bribe because he wanted 
to sell the $65,000 fire truck. Oakley, 
he said, was concerned about future 
profits and future sales. 

Foster also said Lamd followed 
mb s instructions to pay Shipley 

he $5,500 because Lamb. ted to 

nain his franchise ‘with Maxim, 
Foster said -Oakley already had 
terminated one franchise. et 
with Lamb because Lamb had sold 
only a few fire N for 1 com- 
pany. - 


Park, stro 4 trongma 1 ruler of Korea for 18 years, sas killed ¢ during a shooting 
_ Spree in the Korean CIA headquarters. (Star: / 
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Local police late Saturday night 
arrested a Terre Haute man in con- | 
nection with a reported hit-and-run i 
accident which killed a 16-year-old | 
Columbus high school band member 
earlier in the day. 

Brenda Thomas, Columbus, was 
reported dead on arrival at Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital following 
the mishap which occurred in front of | 
Noble Roman’s Restaurant, near the ! 
intersection of 25th St. and Wabash | 
Ave., shortly before 5:30 p.m. Satur- 

| 
| 
| 
| 


day. 

WITNESSES said a black man with 
. ifacial hair and an injured eye was 
"driving the hit-and-run vehicle. The 
‘location of the vehicle, believed to be 
a gold Cadillac with dealer plates, 
was unknown at press time. : 

Ronald Smith, 34, 1535 Elm St., was 
arrested by police at 9:25 p.m. in 
'connection with the incident, after a 
‘car fitting the description of the hit- 
and-run vehicle was traced to his 
residence. 

Smith was charged with reckless 
hemicide, public intoxication and 
leaving the scene of a fatality in 
connection with the incident. 

THE accident took place after Col- 
umbus East High School’s participa- 
tion in a band contest with other 
Hoosier high schools at Indiana 
State’s Memorial Stadium earlier 
Saturday. 

Approximately 117 members of the 
band were taken to City Hall follow- 
ing the incident to assist investigators 
in connection with the incident. 

Witnesses said the victim was 
walking across Wabash Ave. with a 
group of other band members when 
she was struck by the vehicle. 

The accident was the second hit- 
and-run mishap reported by police in 
the vacinity Saturday, and the third 
hit-and-run reported Saturday. 
Between 11:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., a 
report was filed by Joan A. Dehler, 
22, 1300 First Ave., who said her 
vehicle was struck by an unknown car 
while it was parked in front of 
Wendy’s Restaurant, 2800 Wabash 
Ave. s 

Another hit-and-run accident was 
reported by Donald M. Reed, 1458 
Maple Ave., who said a vehicle struck 
his car while it was parked near the 
gins . and Maple Ave. intersection 
(ca " 


using $300 damage. 
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ps found Ronald L. Smith, 
1535 Elm St., güilty as charged e 
three counts stemming from the 
death of 16-year-old Brenda Thomas 
of Columbus on East Wabash Avenue 
last Oct. 18. 

Adler set sentencing for Feb. 27. 

Smith was charged with reckless 
homicide, driving while intoxicated 
resulting in death and leaving the 
scene of a fatal accident. The teen- 
age girl, a member of the Columbus 
East High School band, was struck 
and killed as she attempted to cross 
Wabash Avenue with other compa- 
nions. 

Adler presided at the three-day 
bench trial. Smith was represented 
by Public Defender Daniel L. Weber. 
Deputy Prosecutor Mary Lou Re- 
ynolds presented the state’s case. 
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Three Men Charged 


kinna en "d 


In O’Donnal Murder 


Terre S Halte Sed Made arrested 


three men in connection with the 
Thursday night shooting death of a 17- 
year-old Terre Haute girl. 

Frank E. Suggs, 24, and William 
Suggs, 22, both of 506 S. 14th St., have 
been charged with the murder of 
Kathy O’Donnal, 3005 Franklin St., 
who died about 9:45 p.m. Thursday of 
a gunshot wound to the neck. Lance 
DeBouse, 23, 433 S. 15th St., is 
charged with assisting a criminal. All 
three are being held in the Vigo 
County jail without bond. 

Police Chief. James Swift con- 
ducted a Friday afternoon press con- 
ference to announce the arrest of 
Frank Suggs. He hinted more arrests 
might follow. William Suggs and De- 
Bouse were jailed later in the day. 

According to police reports, the 
girl was with her husband Donald and 
a friend, Thomas Sponaugle of Ken- 
tucky, in a car at the intersection of 
15th and Orchard streets when they 
saw a man standing near the corner. 
The victim thought she recognized 
the man and Sponaugle pulled the car 
to the curb, reports said. 

The man first got into the back seat 


and told them he wanted their money, 
and then ran to a car which had pulled 
up behind the trio’s car, got a shotgun 
from the car’s occupants and re- 
turned to the O’Donnal vehicle. 

There he put the gun to the girl’s 
neck and fired before the money was 
given to him. Again he ran to his 
companions’ car, which fled north on 
15th Street. 


Testimony of a resident in the 
neighborhood revealed the girl was 
alive for a short time after the as- 
sault, but died en route to Union 
Hospital. 


The victim, who was a saleswoman 
for Kirby Vacuum Cleaners, is M 
vived by the widower, Donald E.; 
sister, Maeshell, at home; the 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Goad, 
Terre Haute, and the grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Goad, Decatur, 
III. 

Services will be at 1:30 p.m. Sun- 
day at Bedino Peace Chapel, with the 
Rev. Don Osborn officiating. Burial 
will be in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 
a may call after 5 p.m. Satur- 

y 
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KATHY O'DONNAL 
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Nus Saves Suggs 
From Death Penalty 


William L. “Monty” Suggs, ho. 
was convicted of murder Friday in 
the shotgun slaying of Kathy 
O'Donnal, was not given the death 
sentence the prosecution requested as 
a Vigo Circuit Court jury failed Satur- 
day to reach the unanimous decision 
required. 

After deliberating two hours the 
seven-woman, five-man jury was dis- 
missed by Judge Hugh D. McQuillan 
because the jurors were divided; nine 
in favor of the death sentence, two 
against and one undecided. 

McQuillan would not force the 
death sentence without the recom- 
mendation of the jury. Sentencing, 
therefore, is set for Feb. 25. 

A 40-year sentence comes with a 
murder conviction in Indiana with a 
possibility of up to 10 years being 
subtracted for mitigating 
circumstances or up to 20 years being 
added for aggravating 
circumstances. 

Special Public Defenders Robert F. 
Hellmann and Barbara Rennolet, who 
represented Suggs in the case, pre- 
sented mitigating circumstances 
such as Suggs had never before been 
convicted of a crime. 

McQuillan instructed the jurors 
that if they find mitigating 
circumstances did not outweigh ag- 
grevating circumstances then they 


ise T a e e of (he 
death penalty. 

Suggs' brother Frank Suggs, also 
accused in the robbery-murder of the 
17-year-old O'Donnal, also will face a 
possibility of the death penalty when 
he is tried before Special Judge Earl 
M. Dowd. 

A third mam connected with the 
incident, Lance M. DeBouse, earlier 
pleaded guilty to a theft charge in an 
agreement with the prosecutors of- 
fice in which he agreed to testify in 
the murder trials of the Suggs 
brothers. He was a key witness in the 
“Monty” Suggs trial. 


O'Donnal was shot Sept. 27 while in 
a car with her husband, Donald 
O'Donnal, and the driver of the car, 
Thomas Sponaugle. Sponaugle re- 
portedly had purchased a quarter- 
pound of marijuana earlier in the 
evening and they were waiting for 
three black men to deliver it. 

O'Donnal's purse and $5 was stolen 
by the men before she was murdered. 


More than 200 people were 
screened before 12 were selected for 
the jury that listened to the testimony 
of more than 20 witnesses in the six- 
day trial. They deliberated one hour 
and 35 minutes Friday before return- 
ing the unanimous guilty verdict. 
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Judge Hugh D. McQuillan handed 
down a 40-year prison sentence to 
William L. Monty“ Suggs in Vigo 
Circuit Court Monday afternoon. 

Suggs, 22, was found guilty of the 
murder of 17-year-old Kathy 
O'Donnal last Sept. 27. A circuit court 
_jury returned a verdict of guilty as 
charged on Jan. 25, but failed to agree 
on whether Suggs should receive the 
death penalty. 

McQuillan had indicated earlier he 
would not impose the death penalty 
without a jury recommendation. 
Following the sentencing hearing on 
Jan. 26, jury members could not 
reach a unanimous decision on the 
death penalty. Reportedly nine 
favored it, two were against, and one 
undecided. 


A murder conviction under the cur- 
rent Indiana criminal code carries a 
flat 40-year sentence, to which 20 
years may be added for aggravating 
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circumstances, or 10 years sub- 
tracted for mitigating 
circumstances. 


Vigo County Prosecutor Eric M. 
Abel argued for the maximum 60 
years, while Public Defenders Robert 
F. Hellmann and Barbara Rennolet 
sought to have the sentence reduced 
to 30 years. 

McQuillan appointed Hellmann and 
Rennolet as counsel for Suggs 
through the appeal process. Suggs has 
30 days to file a motion to correct 
errors in the trial, which is the first 
step in the appeal process. 

The jury was sequestered for the 
entire trial, which lasted six days. 
Jury selection took almost a week. 

Suggs’ brother, Frank, 24, also 
faces à murder trial stemming from 
the O'Donnal shooting. He is 
scheduled to be arraigned this after- 
noon in Vigo Circuit Court before 
Special Judge Earl Dowd of Parke 
County. ; 
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. By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The husband of Kathy O'Donnal, 
the 17-year-old woman who was killed 
last September in a shooting incident 
on the near east side of the city, took 
the stand in Vigo Circuit Court this 
morning and identified William L. 
“Monty” Suggs, 22, as the man who 
Shot his wife. 

Donald O'Donnal was the second 
state's witness to be called by Pro- 
secutor Eric M. Abel in the jury trial 
of William Suggs, charged along with 
his brother Frank, 24, in connection 
with the O'Donnal death. The state 
has asked the death penalty for both 
men, who are being tried separately. 

The young husband was expected to 
be on the witness stand most of the 
day. He was questioned by Abel most 
of the morning and was expected to 
be cross-examined during the after- 
noon. 

During the questioning, O'Donnal 
identified Suggs, the defendant, as 
the man who shot his wife. He said 
that after the shooting two things 
went through his mind — one was 
“not to try anything" and the other 
was to make sure I plainly saw the 
man.' 

.O'Donnal also testified that two 
days after the shooting, he picked out 
a photograph from 18 given him and 
identified the man in the photo as the 
one who shot his wife. 

In other activity this morning, 
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0’ d ae ae a sawed-off 
shotgun as the weapon used to kill his 
wife. When asked about the weapon, 
O’Donnal said it was ‘‘no more than 
an inch away from me.” 

O’Donnal said that while holding a 
gun at his head, the man who shot his 
wife grabbed his wife's purse. 
“Kathy had $5 in her purse and I 
didn’t have any money on my 
person," O'Donnal said. 

After the shooting, O'Donnal said 
he jumped out of the car and ran to a 
nearby house and asked the people to 
call the police and an ambulance. I 
ran back to the car and began 
screaming and hollering," he said. 

O'Donnals testimony generally 
corroborated that given by Thomas 
Sponaugle on Saturday. 

Exhibits entered this morning in- 
cluded the dead woman's purse and a 
flowered pouch. 

The trial began Saturday, with 
Judge Hugh D. McQuillan presiding. 
The jury of seven women and five 
men is being sequestered for the 
duration of the trial on a motion of 
defense attorney Robert F. 
Hellmann. 

Sponaugle, 24, testified Saturday he 
was unable to make a positive iden- 
tification of the man who shot Kathy 
in the neck. 

According to testimony, the 
O'Donnals were in Sponaugle's car at 
15th and Orchard streets reportedly 
waiting for delivery of a fourth-pound 


of marijuana, which Sponaugle had 
allegedly purchased earlier in the 
evening. 

Sponaugle paid for the marijuana 
at a location several blocks away, he 
said during his testimony, and the two 
black men in the back seat of his car 
went into a house to get the sub- 
stance. 

One of the men later returned, got 
into the back seat of his car from the 
driver's side, and directed Sponaugle 
to drive to another location a few 
blocks away, Sponaugle said. 

Sponaugle said the black man then 
got out of the car and went to in- 
vestigate another car with bright 
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lights on, Wüllen had followed the 
Sponaugle car, and which nad pen 
behind it. 


When the man returned, he went to 
the passenger side and held a single 
barrel sawed-off shotgun about six 
inches into the car pointed at Kathy 
O'Donnal, Sponaugle said. A 


The man’s words were: “This isa 
stickup. Hand over the money, fat 
man," Sponaugle testified. Shortly 
after, the gun went off, hitting Kathy 
in the neck and leaving powder burns 
on Sponaugle’s right hand, he said. 

Selection of a jury to hear the case 
took three and a half days last week. 
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Frank Suggs, 24, took the witness 
stand in his own defense today as 
proceedings n in his jury 
trial. 

Shortly before noon, the defense 
rested in the case. 

Suggs and his younger brother, 
William L. Monty“ Suggs, 22, were 
arrested by city police in connection 
with the shooting death of 17-year-old 
Kathy O’Donnal last Sept. 27. 

According to reports, Suggs 
testified that his brother William L. 
“Monty” Suggs had asked him to 
follow him somewhere and, at the 
intersection of 15th and Orchard 
streets, Monty came to his brother’s 
car and took out a sawed-off shotgun 
from the passenger side. Frank told 
the jurors he heard a blast and his 
brother came back to the car and 
said, ‘‘someone tried to grab the gun 
but it went off." 

| “I want no part of this," Frank 
Suggs testified he said after hearing 
his brother tell of the shotgun blast. 

A surprise witness, Public De- 
fender Dennis R. Maj jewski, was 
called to testify in the trial Wednes- 
day afternoon. 

Special Public Defender Robert L. 
Wright, representing Suggs, sub- 

| poenaed Majewski as he was cross- 
examining a witness in another trial 
across the hall in Vigo Circuit Court. 

Proceedings in the trial of Louis 
Edward Riley, whom Majewski is 
representing, were halted while Ma- 
jewski was questioned by Wright 
about a conversation with Lance M. 
DeBouse in the Vigo County jail 
Tuesday. 


DeBouse, 23, is a key state's wit- . 


ness in the trial of Frank Suggs. 


ifies 
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DeBouse has entered a guilty plea 
to a theft charge in return for his 
testimony at the separate trials of the 
Suggs brothers. 

Majewski, as a public defender, 
had represented DeBouse on a pre- 
vious theft charge in city court. 

The state's star witness failed to 
appear Monday, and was arrested 
early Tuesday morning at his home. 
He is being held in the Vigo County 
jail at present. 

In his defense of Suggs, Wright is 
challenging DeBouse's credibility. 

Deputy Prosecutor G. Steven 
Fleschner rested the state’s case 
shortly before noon Wednesday. The 
defense was expected to continue its 
presentation today. 

Detective Joe Newport of the Terre 
Haute Police Department, the chief 
investigator in the O’Donnal murder, 
is assisting Fleschner. 

Public Defender Ralph E. King is 
assisting Wright. Judge Earl M. 
Dowd of Parke Circuit Court is pre- 
siding. Dowd was named special 
judge after the defense received a 
change of venue from Vigo Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan. 

McQuillan presided at the trial of 
Monty Suggs in January. A jury con- 
victed the younger Suggs of murder, 
and he is serving a 40-year prison 
sentence, which is being appealed by 
Special Public Defenders Robert F. 
Hellmann and Barbara Rennolet. 

The state, in prosecuting Frank 
Suggs, does not allege that he fired 
the gun which killed Kathy O'Donnal, 
but that Frank Suggs was an ac- 
complice, aiding and abetting his 
brother by driving the getaway car. 
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Jury finds Sugg 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A Vigo Circuit Court jury of eight 
men and four women deliberated for 
about an hour late Thursday after- 
noon. before finding Frank E. Suggs, 
24, not guilty of the murder of 17- 
year-old Kathy O'Donnal. 


Suggs and his younger: brother, 


William L. “Monty” Suggs, 22, had 
beer Arrested by authorities on 
charges alleging connection with 
Mrs. O' Donnal's death. The Suggs 
drothers were charged with murder. 

Monty Suggs was found guilty of 
murder by a circuit court jury in late 
January, and is serving a 40-year 
prison sentence, pending appeal. 

Lance M. DeBouse, 23, a key wit- 
ness in the state’s case against the 
Suggs brothers, had entered a guilty 
plea to a theft charge, and under 
terms of a reported plea agreement, 
was to receive a four-year suspended 
sentence in exchange for his 
testimony at the brothers’ separate 
trials. 

DeBouse failed to appear in court 
to testify Monday as scheduled. He 
was arrested at his home the follow- 


ing day, and was on the witness stand 
for several hours when he did appear 
in court. 

Prosecutor Eric M. Abel said today 
he planned to review certain 
testimony in the trial before deciding 
whether to seek an executed sentence 


for DeBouse, who is currently being . 


held in the Vigo County jail. 
Dramatic moments in the four-day 


trial came Thursday morning, when 


Frank Suggs took the witness stand in 
his own defense. He said he had 
driven his car to 15th and Orchard 
streets, but denied knowing anything 
about alleged robbery plans or the 
alleged presence of a shotgun in the 
car. The shooting of Mrs. O’Donnal 
reportedly took place at 15th and 
Orchard, according to police reports. 
Deputy Prosecutor G. Steven 
Fleschner presented the state’s case. 
The prosecution alleged Frank Suggs 
was an accomplice. Under Indiana 
law, an accomplice can be charged 
and tried as a principal. 
Commenting in general on the at- 
tempt to charge an accomplice as a 
principal, the prosecutor said that“ in 
practice, it is difficult for juries to 


(ier ee (x 


convict an accomplice, especially (on 
a charge) of murder. 

The prosecutor added that Monty 
Suggs had been convicted and ''is 
behind bars — justice has been 
served.” 

Special Public Defender Robert L. 
Wright was defense counsel, assisted 
by Ralph E. King of the pupile de- 
fender. staff. 

Parke Circuit Hasen TER Earl M. 
Dowd was special judge in the trial, 
which had been venued from Vigo 
Circuit Court Judge Hugh D. Mc- 
Quillan. 

Dowd's instructions to the jury 
gave them two choices — murder or 
not guilty. The jury could not con- 
sider any lesser included offenses. 

The state rested its case against 
Suggs late Wednesday morning and 
did not present any rebuttal following 
conclusion of the defense shortly 
before noon Thursday. 

Closing arguments began shortly 
after 3:30 p.m. Thursday, and the 


jury began deliberations at about 5 


p.m. 
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testimony from detectives were 


(uv - 
M vi ^ ce AP 2 mm: nels 4 wT sufficient cause for Taylor’s ar- 


Arge ! rest. 
Taylor was arrested about 
l 1 12:40 p.m. Thursday after police 


| 


into a lake where she drowned, murder. Adler said he would let L. 
was arrested Thursday on a a jury decide if Taylor is guilty. 
charge that he murdered her. Asked if he believed Taylor was "oO 
. Mindy Taylor, 36, was found in the car at the time of the crash, o 
j^ dead In Her car about dne ur Adler said, “I'll let the evidence 5. 
after it sank in a lake near Poplar s that.” NOR Freer ae 4 
Street and Lakeview Drive about u 2 57 
3:20 a.m. Oct. 4. The couple's arrest, 9 d berge e y 
three small children were at a Brown in shackles and chains Sx 
baby-sitter's home at the time of He quietly walked between detec- ©,. 
the y e from the Vigo County J at t "v 
the courtroom, where he decline 
ü aylon , of 412 S. 17th St. to give any information except 
b ks and Me Mrs. “Tayler lost his iled without bail and 
it t 
control of it after swerving to is Vs N me i Dec. 
. avoid hitting a raccoon. He was 18, Me a trial date i is to be set. 
not seriously injured and was Daniel I. Weber is Taylor's 
released from Regional Hospital attorney, but Weber has not been 
— where Mrs. Taylor worked as employed to represent Taylor on 
a XE: shortly after being the murder charge. 
examine Shortly before Taylor was ar- 
Police immediately launched rested, a petition was filed in 
an intense, interdepartmental Vigo Superior Court Division 3 REFERENCE | 


Earl L. Taylor, who claimed to 


By Cheryl Bickel 
Tribune- -Star Staff Reporter : 


police ir October that his 
wile accidentally crashed mar 


investigation that included a 
ae 24 reconstruction of the 
cra 

Authorities this week were 
tipped that Taylor was prepared 
to leave the United States. Vigo 
County Prosecutor Philli; 
Adler said that tip eri his 
to gather verbal results of 
forensic pathology and results of 
the reconstruction. Vigo Cirucit 
Judge Robert H. Brown de- 
termined those results and 


in a wife’ 8 ä death 


xw his pickup truck at 17th 
Ohio streets, city detective 
Jor Hovey said. Hovey said he 
and Vi igo County Sheriffs Lt. 
Ronald Chickadaunce ap- 
prehended Taylor without inci- 
dent. 

Taylor had been moving 


furniture from his house this / 


week, Adler said. 

Adier would n S dee his 
theory on how the r car 
crashed or what Motive rler 
would have had to commit 


asking that Taylor not be allowed 
custody of his children. 

William W. Drummy III filed 
the petition Thursday mornin 
for Mrs. Taylor’s brothers an 
sister, George Svadeba of 
Michigan, Joseph W. Evans of 
Louisiana and Janet Leatherman 
of Rockville. 

Those relatives “have cause to 
believe that foul play on the part 
of Earl Taylor was involved i in the 
death of Mindy Taylor," the 
petition said. i 


y ^ilairs File 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Charged: Police lead TayJor to courthouse to hear murder charge in wife's drowning death. 
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Jury hears Taylor’s tale of 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter V 


Jurors turned the 19 pages of a 
transcript as they listened Friday 
to à recording of Earl Taylor's 
statement to authorities on the day 
his wife died. 

Taylor, 35, of 412 S. 17th St. is 
charged with murdering his wife, 
Mindy Taylor, 36, on Oct. 4 by 
causing her car to plunge into a 
lake near Poplar Street and 
Lakeview Drive. 

Taylor's demeanor during the 
statement was described as calm, 

even jovial at times, by Detective 
Cpl. qohn Hovey of the Terre Haute 
Police Department. 

Taylor said in the statement that 
one of the things that kept his wife 
from sleeping and made her want 
to drive around that night was 
concern over the Steve Miller case. 
Steve Miller, who was shot, al- 
legedly shot or whatever, by Dr. 
Lawrence Hutchinson, was god- 
father to our children, all three of 

our children. Mindy was very close 
to Steve and at one time very close 
to Nancy [Miller's estranged wife. 
Steve Miller died. No charges were 
filed.]. Mindy was a witness in the 
coroner's inquest and she was very 
broken up over this entire situa- 
tion, the whole deal." 

The car swerved and went into a 
lake, Taylor said. 

‘He said his wife seemed in a 
daze. 

*[ look over to Mindy and she's 
kinda like this, leaning back to the 
left. I shook her and you know she 
was not conscious or not cognizant, 


At least one mystery was 
solved Friday during the 
murder trial of Earl Taylor in 
Vigo Circuit Court. 

Residents found out who 
painted bi yellow duck tracks 
at the uck Crossing” on 
Poplar Street near Deming 
Park. 

Neal Rothermel, an Indiana. 
"Btate University Studen said 
he and two young women were 
out there in the early hours of 


Comm 


ife drowned 


Duck tracks may lead to answers 


3.1904 


Oct. 4, 1987, on a covert mission 
to freshen-up the duck tracks 
with yellow road paint, and the 
roadway was dry then. 

The condition of the roadway 
is of some importance to 
whether Taylor’s wife’s car ac- 
cidently skidded into a lake 
after she swerved the car to 
avoid a raccoon, a claim made by 


. Taylors lawyer, former Vigo 


County Prosecutor Eric M. Abel. 


rue 


I don't know, she was not with it." 

He was asked if she had hit her 
head or something. 

“I don’t know, it happened 
tremendously quickly. I think she 
probably did, but I don't know. I 
just don't know, I mean I was 
really, I was so busy trying to keep 
out of the windshield myself and 
trying to take in everything that 
was happening, that I don't know. 
I did not look over to Mindy until 
the car came to a stop and it was 
sinking. 

Later i in m statement, one of his 


e, jus 

something, somethinge going ERAT. 
wrong," Taylor said. 
Mindy also had been suffering 
from intense cramps and was 
taking medication — ssibly 
medication containing codeine — 
Taylor said. He said he did not 
know how much medication Mindy 
had taken that night. 

Prosecution Fitness said they 
believed Mindy did not like to use 


seat belts — at least in the past. 
Yet, when her body was found, the 
seat belt was fastened, and her left 
arm was under the lap portion of 
the belt. 

Taylor said his wife had taken to 
using seat belts more, recently. In 
fact, they both had been trying to 
use belts more because it is now the 
law, Taylor said. 

He said his wife was “shaky” that 
night. “She felt, I don't know if the 
words, impaired, possibly im- 
paired, slig tly impaired her driv- 
ing. And she just fastened the seat 

D 


Jurors got lots of other informa- 
tion to think about Friday, aside 
from the statement. 

Sheriffs Deputy Don Ray 
Westerfield Jr. said the tracks of 
the car ran 90 feet 8 inches from 
the edge of the roadway to the edge 
of the lake; and the car was found 
another 68 feet out into the lake. 

He said Taylor told him the car 
was going 30-35 mph when the 
accident took place about 3:25 a.m. 

Westerfield said he found the 
headlight switch in the "off" posi- 
tion, but headlight covers were 
open. The car was in neutral. 

Westerfield said he found a 


rubber soccer ball or kick ball 
wedged between the steering wheel 

id door post. 

Brad Bough, Vigo County deputy 
prosecutor, is expected to argue 
that Taylor could have used that 
ball to steer the car into the lake 
A himself being in the vehi- 
cle. 

But there’s more than one side to 
nearly every story, and defense 
attorney Eric M. Abel suggested in 
earlier cross-examination that 
scuba divers could have bumped 
into the light switch, even though 
a state police diver discounted that 
possibility. Also, Mike Anderson, a 
Sheriff's Department diver, 
testified that when he first saw the 
ball, it was on the floorboard of the 
car, which was overturned and 
jolted as it was pulled in to shore. 

Pictures show police divers 
without moss and dirt on them, 
Abel also pointed out. 

Prosecution witnesses have said 
Mindy’s body had moss and dirt on 
it, but Earl was just thoroughly 
wet. 

A repeated prosecution theme 
has been Earl's apparent calmness 
at the scene and later. Yet, Abel 
could point out that a minister at 
whose door Earl sought het 
described Earl as “beside himsel 
and “frantic”; and a fire depart- 
ment emergency medical techni- 
cian said Earl made "a gesture" 
that made it appear he was going 
back into the water after Mindy, 
which he was restrained from 
doing. : 

Testimony in the trial is 
scheduled to continue at 8 a.m. 
Monday in Vigo Circuit Court 
before Judge Robert H. Brown. 
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Taylor guilty of 


murderin; 


By John Halladay | 5 AUG 0 6 1989 
and Tom Tozer 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporters 


After more than eight hours of deliberation, 
jurors.said Friday night that Earl Taylor is 
guilty of murdering his wife, Mindy. 

After the verdict was read at 8:45 p.m., Taylor 
sat impassively with his hands folded on the 
desk, then cooly leaned back in his chair and 
crossed his legs. 

One spectator shouted “all right,” and others 
cried when Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown read 
the guilty verdict, but Brown quickly hushed the 
crowd. Two jurors wept. 

Taylor, 36, will be sentenced Sept. 6. 

After the verdict, members of Mindy Taylor’s 
family embraced and thanked deputy 
prosecutor Brad Bough. 

Outside the courtroom, Bough described 
Taylor as “a piece of ice.” 

Jurors got the case for deliberation at about 
noon Friday. The verdict was the culmination of 
Taylor’s two-week trial in Vigo Circuit Court. 

Taylor was accused of murdering Mindy on 
Oct. 4 by causing her car to plunge into a pond 
near Poplar Street and Lakeview Drive. 

Taylor had claimed that Mindy swerved the 
car to avoid a raccoon, causing the car went into 


the lake. 

Bough used much of his closing argument to 
attack what he said were “the tremendous 
number of inconsistencies, lies, falsehoods and 
half-truths” in Taylor’s statement to authorities 
the night Mindy died. 

“The truth doesn’t change; however, lies 
change and liars forget what they've said,” 
Bough said. 

He said the Taylor expected authorities “to 
shrug their shoulders, say ‘That makes sense,’ 
and close the file. But it didn’t happen.” 

The deputy prosecutor also pointed to Taylor’s 
“sudden purchase of insurance” totaling more 
than $600,000 that made Mindy “worth more 
dead than alive — financially.” 

Bough said Sandra Moore — the “other 
woman" in Taylors life — was taken in by 
Taylor's promises of great and wonderful things. 

ou can't help but feel a little sympathy for 
her," Bough said. 

After the verdict, Bough said the case was 
“circumstantial, but circumstantial evidence is 
sufficient to convict. In this case it was 
overwhelming.” 

In his closing ar, ents to the jury, defense 
attorney Eric M. Abel : said the prosecution was 
trying to have it both ways as far as Taylor's 
statement was concerned. If what was said Oct. 
4 and later was identical, the state wanted to 


wife in pond, jury says 


say that showed the story was rehearsed; if 
there were differences, the state wanted to say 
Taylor was telling lies, Abel said. 

Abel said most of the insurance on Mindy also 
covered Earl and pointed to other insurance 
Earl Taylor had applied for on himself, 
including $1 million personal liability policy. 
That, Abel said, shows Ear! Taylor believed in 
insurance in general. : 

As far as differences in what Taylor said at 
different times, “You don’t use the same 
language [each time, and] your hearer may 
perceive them differently,” Abel said. 

Abel told jurors that a not-guilty verdict 
would not necessarily mean Taylor was “inno- 
cent” but rather that they were not convinced 
of his guilt beyond reasonable doubt. 

Even as he ended his remarks to the jurors, 
Abel said he still did not know how Taylor was 
supposed to have caused his wife’s car to go into 
the lake. 

“The state knows, ladies and gentlemen, that 
it has insufficient evidence” of murder, so the 
state put on witnesses about Taylor’s “private 
affairs,” Abel said. He told jurors the state tried 
to tarnish Taylor’s reputation “to soften you up” 
and make up for a lack of murder evidence. 

“You might not like him as a person,” Abel 
said, but “a marriage that is on the rocks is 
something completely different from murder.” 


30 years in the custody of thy Indiana 


Taylor gets 60 years 


John Halladay — 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter q SEP 0 7 1988 


Saying that Mindy Taylor was killed “in cold 
blood,” Vigo Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown on 
Tuesday sentenced Earl Taylor to 60 years in 
prison. The sentence was the longest he could 
get under Indiana law. 

Taylor will be eligible for parole after serving 


Department of Correction. 


arlori; 36, was pp 
found guilty Aug. 5 of C 
murdering his wife 
Oct. 4 by causing her 
car to plunge into a [ 
lake near Poplar Street 
and Lakeview Drive. 

In handing down the 
sentence Brown said, 

e evidence, in my 
opinion, was ov- 
erwhelming." He said 
Ta lor's wife was 
kil ed "jn cold blood” A. i 
and "we have intense . TAYLOR 
planning here 

Taylor briefly Shook his head from side to side 
at one point as Brown said there were no 
ange ting factors and some aggravating factors 

e case. But the defendant showed no 


' emotion as the sentence was imposed. 


After the sentencing, Gregory Graham of 
Columbus, one of the jurors who convicted 
Taylor, said the sentence was "fair and just." 

Brown said the return of jurors to view the 
sentencing was a "first" in his experience. 

Also on hand at the sentencing was George 
Svadeba, Mindy Taylor's twin brother who lives 
in Edwardsburg, Mich. He said afterward that 


murder of his wife 


“nothing in the civilized world” would have been 


* harsh enough to be an appropriate penalty. 


Taylor passed close by Svadeba on his way 
from the courtroom, and said, “I had to restrain 
ue — there's a lot I'd like to do,” Svadeba 
said. 

Taylor and his wife bad three small children. 
As he passed Svadeba, Taylor asked his 
brother-in-law to take care of the children. 
Svadeba said that Taylor did not really care 
about the children. 

Also on hand Tuesday were Robert and Nellie 
Dean of Vincennes, parents of Taylor's first 
wife, Kathy Dean Taylor. They brought the 
prosecutor's office a white sheet cake saying "In 
Appreciation for All Your Hard Work. Thank 


_ You, Robert Dean 


an Family.” " 

Kathy Dean Taylor die "April 2, 1975, when 
a radio fell into herbathtub. No criminal charge 
was filed against Taylor, but her parents said 
circumstances of their daughter’s death made 
them suspicious. 

Taylor claimed from the time of the incident 
that Mindy swerved the car to avoid a raccoon, 


and the car went into the lake. Taylor told 


authorities that he attempted to rescue his wife 
from the sinking car. 

Taylor did 100 address the court before his 
sentence was handed down. 

Defense attorney Eric M. Abel said Taylor 
said in a pre-sentence report that he did not 
drown Mindy Taylor or cause her to drown. 

“If it would be within my power, Mindy would 
be alive today and I would be the one that was 
dead,” the defense attorney quoted Taylor as 
sa in the report. 

"o claims he has no more money for an 
attorney, and Abél was appointed to represent 
on appe 

A motion to correct errors — the first Step in 
an appeal — must be filed within 60 days. 
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Solving the ‘perfect’ crime 
Phil Adler recounts the haunting 
details of Mindy Taylor's murder 


12 AUG 2 1 BE 


By Vicki Weger 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


“Jerry Templeton called me at home 


early that morning and said, ‘Phil, 
we've got a woman who drove her car 
off into Terra Vista Lake last night. 
She didn't make it out of the car. 

It is Jerry Templeton, veteran 
detective of the Terre Haute Police 
Department who has called Vigo 


indy’s car pulled from water the morning of her death 


County Prosecutor Phil Adler. Adler is 
telling the story. 


“Jerry told me she died. But he told 
me her husband was in the car and he 
got out. I thought it was odd that he 
called me at home about an auto 
accident. So I asked him who was 
involved. He told me a lady by the 
name of Mindy Taylor. I asked him 
what was her husband’s name. ‘Earl 
Taylor,’ he said. I said, ‘Is that the 
same Earl Taylor I know from 12 or 13 
years ago? He said yes." 

Adler is still flush from the victory 
of a prosecution of Earl Taylor. A jury 
convicted him of murdering his wife 
after Deputy Prosecutor Brad Bough 
meticulously laid out intricate pieces of 
a puzzle that reconstructed a bizarre 
tale of murder for money, murder for 
love, cold and Ern The legal 
community is captivated by the case 
that is one of the most fascinating, 
perhaps the most fascinating, to come 
through the prosecutor's office in 30 
years. There are no eyewitnesses, only 
a suspect. It is up to the police and the 

rosecutor to figure out how it 
happened: This is Phil Adler's 
narrative: 

"I told Jerry I wanted this case 
handled like a murder. He also said, 
‘Brent Johnson from the Indiana State 
Police — the skindiver who recovered 
the body — said the seatbelt for the 
driver was latched into the passenger 
receptacle. She was behind the wheel.' 


“I said, ‘Impound the car. I don't 
want anybody near it. I want the body 
sent to Indianapolis for a complete 
investigation. I'm going to go to the 
scene. I'm going to go see the car. Get 
photographs of everything and get 
them developed immediately.’ 

“I sat down to watch a football game 
with the kids and I kept thinking, ‘He 
pot out. Earl Taylor got out.’ Now, see, 

ere's where it gets touchy because 12 
or 13 years ago, when I was chief 
deputy prosecutor for Mike Kearns, a 
case came across my desk where a lady 
named Kathy Dean Taylor had died by 
electrocution. A radio fell into the 
bathtub while she was bathing. Her 
husband was Earl Taylor. But we 
couldn’t put together enough to make 
a case on that one. It drove me crazy. 
And now I sat there watching that 
football game and I just thought to 
myself, 'My God, what are the odds on 
this? And k got out of the car!’ So I 
jumped up and ran outside. [havea 
small sports car myself, similar to the 
one Mindy Taylor had. So I sat down 


behind the wheel and tried to fasten 


the seatbelt across myself into the 
passenger's side. It was fairly difficult 
and then the seatbelt — you know, the 
Shoulderbelt — came across my jaw. 
And I thought, ‘Now that's not right. 
Something's wrong here.' 

"The next morning I went up to 
Durr's Sunoco with Templeton and 
John Hovey and (Ron) Chickadaunce. 
Ilooked at the car and was told the 
diver found the seat all the way back 

7, and the wheel tilted 
up. I asked them how 
] tall Mindy Taylor 
] was. They said 5-6. 

“So I got this piece 
f plastic and spread 
t over the seat and I 
] got into the car. It 
vas full of mud and 
slime. I looked 
around. The console 
P. | was much higher 

] than my car, then I 
tried to fasten the 
seatbelt. It was 
nearly impossible — 
] with that seat all the 
way back. I knew she 
] wouldn't be driving 
the car that way. I 
looked at those guys 
and said, ‘No way 
was she driving this 
car, boys.’ 

] “So we went back 
d down to City Hall 
and pieked up the 
photos of the scene. 


Then we went out to the scene. I looked 
at the road and the grass and the tire 
tracks that headed straight from the 
road into the lake. I remember it clear 
as a bell. I said, Ray Charles could 
look at this scene and tell this car 
wasn't out of control! She couldn't have 
been driving this car. I just know she 
wasn't driving this car!’ 


“I was just hopeful that the autopsy 
and toxicology reports would show 
some sign of a drug or something we 
could hang the case on. I went back to 
my office and started reading over Earl 
Taylor's statement. He said, 'We 
swerved to miss a raccoon and when 
we hit the wet grass the backend of the 
car broke away.’ I had seen the tire 
marks. The backend didn't break 
away. That just wasn't so. Then he 
said, ‘Heck, you know any car would 
float for at least a little while.’ 


*Sometime before, a lady named 
Ethelene Henry ran off the road. She 
spun on the ice and wound up in the 
icy pond. She was in her 60s. Her 
account of the accident was that she 
had time to take off her coat and shoes 
and heavy clothing and then she went 
out the window and swam to shore. 
She didn't die. She had a large 
passenger car and it didn't sink like a 
rock. Mindy Taylor had a little Fiero 
that has unibody construction. It 
should float a long time. And I kept 
saying, "This isn't right. Something's 
wrong.' 

“Mindy’s family had gathered into 
town for the funeral. It was reall 
awful. I talked with her two brothers 
and her sister. They came to my office. 
Her brother — her twin brother — was 
highly suspicious of how she died. He 
was obviously and understandably 
upset and worked up to the point that 
Itold him, 'Look, we're investigatin 
this case with everything we've got. If 
Ithink there's sufficient evidence to 
charge in the case, I will. But nobody 
else is to do anything, do you 
understand?’ 


“Well, I was hardly ever in my office 
for the next several weeks. I was out 
on the streets doing my own 
investigation and then I'd sit down and 
talk to Hovey and Templeton and 
Tanoos and Chickadaunce and we'd 
compare notes. Then we'd head out 
again. 

“I gathered background on Mindy 
Taylor. I found out she was an 
excellent swimmer. I talked to her 
friends and family. In their opinions, 
Mindy Taylor would never have had 


her three little kids yanked out of their 
warm beds on a cold night and driven 
across town just so she could go for a 
cruise in her Fiero with Earl. Earl had 
said she was upset about Steve Miller 
and a friend of hers who was in the 
hospital. But they didn’t believe she 
was that upset. And I didn’t believe it 
either. 

“Then I went to State Farm. Earl 
had said Mindy swerved to miss the 
raccoon because she'd had a little 
fender bender accident a few weeks 
before and the horn didn't work. State 
Farm said there was was minor 
damage but no reason or report that 
the horn didn't work. So then I checked 
and found out Earl had $10,000 worth 
of insurance on Mindy if she died in a 
car accident, with $10,000 extra if she 
wore her seatbelt at the time. 

“So I began to put it together. You 
know, when you murder somebody, 
you take chances. And chances are, 
you'll make a mistake. Like with the 
seatbelt. Now either Mindy fastened it 
that way — or Harl did it. Thank God 
he made that mistake. You got to 
remember, it was dark — he'd put tape 
over the dome light. It was late. He 
was worried that a car might come 
along Poplar Street while he was 
putting her unconscious body behind 
the wheel. Who wouldn't be nervous! 
See, he had to have driven the car out 
there. Big old long, tall Earl, 6-2 or 6-3 
— with his long legs in that little Fiero 
— with the seat all the way back. And 
he forgot to put the seat up. And he 
had to tilt the wheel up so he could jam 
a soccer ball between the dashboard 
and the wheel sothe car would steer 
into the water. Earl, with his Rose- 
Hulman science background, had it all 
figured out. 

“He incapacitated her at the house, 
put her in the car, drove to the area of 
the murder, put her behind 
the wheel, jammed the soccer 
ball behind the wheel — 
because obviously he didn't 
want the car to hit anything 
before it ran into the water or 
else he'd really nave a mess on 
his hands. And he's got the 
headlight motors 
disconnected so they will be 
up and look like they're on, 
and that the battery ran 
down. But the diyer said they 
were off when hefound the 
car. m 

“So see, Earl’snever in the 
car after that: He’s a big 
strong guy and he puts the car 
in neutral, just like the diver 
found it, and he gives this 
very light little car a big push 
and it goes right into the 
water. Then he goes over the 
edge and wets himself down. 
Then, check this out, what 
house does he pick out to go 
to? A minister! How 
convenient! What a credible 
witness in his behalf to testify 
how upset he was. I suspect 
you'd be upset to if you just 
committed murder. 

“Now, here’s another thing: 
The night of the murder, it’s 
34 degrees. Earl says he’s riding with 
the passenger window down. He said 
first he went out the window of the car. 
Then he said he went out the door. The 
diver said the door was firmly closed. 
Now, I think about it. Here's a guy 
who's frantic to save his wife. Can't 
wake her up. Car's sinking like a rock, 
he says. So heopens the door, climbs 
out, then closes the door! What a 
courteous guy! 

“I called John Pless’s office at the IU 
Medical Center in a few days for the 
preliminary report. He said there was 
not a mark on her body. Absolutely no 
physical reason for her to be 
unconscious. Not a sign of a struggle 
to get out of the seatbelt at all. 

“I talked with police every day. We 
found out the lake water from the 
ambulance that carried Mindy's body 
was black and slimy. The ambulance 
that carried Earl to the hospital had 
only clear water dripped around. Earl, 
at the scene, kept yelling, 'My wife's an 
organ donor! My wife's anorgan 


PHIL ADLER 
Was haunted by the crime 


donor.' Now this is before they even 
bring her up. I mean, wouldn't you be 
holding out some hope she could have 
survived in a little pocket of air, or 
something? And when they did bring 
her up, and were leaving the scene, 
Earl wanted to be dropped off at his 
house, so he wouldn't pe stranded at 
the hospital. 

“It kept haunting me that he said 
the car sank like a rock. So we found 
Gary Cooper, an accident 
reconstruction expert from 
Northestern Traffic Institute at 
Evanston. We got the car all fixed u 
again. I wanted the car driven into the 
lake again and I wanted it videotaped 
and timed. He drove that car into the 
water and the car didn’t sink like a 
rock. It took 2 minutes and 57 seconds 
to sink. The same car. The same place. 
The same water. And the same speed 
Earl said they were traveling. I think 
that was one of the most telling 
elements in the case. 

“One of the most depressing days of 
my life was when I got back the 
toxicology report and found no drug 


that would have incapicitated her. 

12 77 of Tylenol and Darvacette. 
Dr. Michael Evans of the toxicology 
department explained there are 


Earl Taylor, in handcuffs, led to prison by Detectives John Hovey [left] and 
Ron Chickadaunce. Sheriff Jim Jenkins protects the back flank. 


hundreds of drugs that would do the 
trick and would never show up in an 
autopsy, even an intensified one like 
this, unless you knew what to test for 
— and we didn’t. I thought to myself, 
My God, how can I tell that to a i 
“It finally became clear that I had so 
much evidence that I had to indict him. 
We had photographs of the tire tracks 
into the lake — no skid — just straight 
in — one tire track over the top of the 
other. Oh, and there was a dime 
jammed into the seatbelt in the 
driver's receptacle. That's how he 
intended to keep her in. Then the diver 
would just come down, fool around 
with the seatbelt and then just cut her 
out. And he figured that would be that. 
“But in his nervousness — even with 
all well-laid plans — he reached across 
the car and 1 Mindy’s belt over 
and snapped it in the wrong place. 
Then, of course, getting the kids up in 
the middle of the night — nobody in 


their right mind would do that. And 


“If it’s worth knowing, it’s worth 
telling. 
— W. Hamilton 


then, too, if you swerve to miss a 
raccoon, you'll certainly swerve to miss 
a lake! 


“Then we found out Earl had — not 
$300,000 life insurance like he told us, 
but more than $600,000! Then we 
found out he had a girlfriend. And he 
was in financial trouble. And on and 
on. 


“Well, I got a lot of people, including 
some in my own office, who told me 
there was no way we could convict the .. 
guy. But I just felt the case was so 
strong. And Mindy was a wonderful, 
wonderful mother. And a fine, decent 
person. I had to do it for her. Even if 

we lost it. 


"There was another thing. On the 
morning after Mindy died, Earl went 
up to Durr's Sunoco to the car. He said 
he wanted to get his wife's checkbook 
out of the car. Now can you believe 
that! Doesn't it seem more likely he 
went to take the tape off the dome 
light? 


“Well, we waited almost two months 
for the indictment. Then we began to 
hear he might be going to leave the 
country. So we went before Judge 
[Robert Howard] Brown with an oral 
probable cause and he gave us a 
warrant and they picked him up. 


“I know I was criticized for not 
trying the case myself, but now, of 
course, everybody thinks we're all 
heroes. I was up to my ears in 
preparation for the Benefiel trial. Earl 
didn't ask for a speedy trial and 
Benefiel was set to go April 4th, so I 
figured I could try them both. Then the 
Benefiel thing got delayed. So I had to 
pick somebody else to try it. 


"Brad Bough did an excellent job. He 


is so meticulous. He was just masterful 
in his preparation. He is very a 
intelligent and he was ready to do it. 
I told him my ideas and my theory and 
he agreed. He wasn’t reluctant at all. 
“It was a once in a lifetime case-for 
a prosecutor. It was an intellectually 
and factually challenging case. It was 
like a made-for-TV murder story. 
“It was so hard. The hassle and 
stress and calls in the middle of the 
night nearly drove me crazy. But I was 
just driven. A nice lady like Mindy 
Taylor — I just had to do it for her. 
Those three little kids who have no 
mother. l 
“Earl Taylor made some mistakes or 
he might have pulled it off. The dime, 
the tape, the headlights, the 
insurance. But the biggest mistake of 
his life was to murder his wife while 
I was the prosecutor. 
“Looking back I ask myself was it 
worth it to work so hard. And I say, 
Sure it was. It really was“ 


* 
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He was twice placed dn the 
FBI list of ten most wanted 
men. 


A former Terre Haute man 
who admitted the February 
1969 armed holdup of the Kmart 
Plaza Branch of the Merchants 
National Bank was handed a 
twelve-year sentence by U.S. 
District Court Judge James E. 
Noland, Friday in the Terre 
Haute Division of Federal Court. 

Joseph Lloyd Thomas, 58, 
formerly of 2536 .N. EEA St., 
reversed an earlier plea of not 
guilty during the Spring term 
of Federal Court here last May. 
Thomas, who had been listed 
among ‘the Federal Bureau of 
| Investigation’s ten most wanted 
men was arrested by federal 
agents at Peoria, Ill. last March 
after a year - long intensive 
search by various law-enforce- 
ment agencies. 

i + + + 

A collection of weapons at 
ammunition found in Thoma: 
possession when he was i, 
rested was turned over 
federal agents for disposal. - 

At the time of his arrest, 
Thomas also was in possessio 
of 62 bogus $20 bills. 

Thomas entered the bank 
the pretext of conducting legi- 
timate business, but brandished 
a revolver and proceeded to 
rob the bank of approximately 
$21,000. 

None of the money taken 
from the Merchants National 
Bank was. recovered. 


VIGO COUN 


j Assist! U.S. peces Charles 
H. . Re is shown above with weapons taken 
from: Joseph L. Thomas, 58, 2536 N. 1314 St., at the time of 
His arrest last. March in Peoria, III. Thomas was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison Friday in U.S. District Court in Terre 
Haute for the armed robbery of the K mart branch of. the 
pues Jj National, Bank in ‘February, 1969. Included in 


the of “items. ‘taken. from Thomas' person, and,automo- 
bile he was driving and his Pebriwapurement were a folding- 
stock: carbine; two: 38 caliber’ revolvers, one .45- caliber 
revolver, one pair of handcuffs, 400 rounds of ammunition 
and à U.S. Marine Corps knife. All the weapons were 
loaded’ at the. time’ they were found. All. were ordered 
| destroyed by the coyrt: (Photo by Kade 
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Cards are out announcing the marriage 
ot Pw Hast tik and Muggle Porter, at the 
l'restiy teriandhurch, Friday night. 

Mr. Janne Harnett attended. the obe- 
quies of Mrs; V. E. D. Barnett, of Carbon 
fn your city nam Mrs. HBnrnett died 
sunday morning. Bho 
Indy. ^ | 
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Di an explosion nt the rolling millione 
Wy Mist week] In getting along nicely un- 
der the trentnjent of Dr. F. J. Kinidin. 1 is 
thought aight) muy be restored th ono of 
tho eyes. E 
The water orks renervolr gave. way 
Kunday afternoon. Quito a wash put oc- 
curred at, the horttysidoe of the waste dam, 
Which lather vasa partly undermines. The 
water is tow nimoónat allautol tholresor- 
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MArthlevitle Happenings: 
Hpeclal to the Ex pros. MT 
MAurrNSVII. x, 111s., Oct. 30. Dr. Haghos, 
of Annnpolls| solaurned with ^u& Inst 
Night, resigning himself to the. tender 
eire of minu Host, Jonea. ^ 


Mra. J. II. Roberts yot roinaihs very 
poorly. i 

Ramudo Wolth, of Livingston, III., 18 vis- 
Ming frienda !| our city. 1 


Yo Cip & Coons with thelr siloam saw 
are demolishing the wood for our citizens. 
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worrected Yo Gata | [rieude in ourjcity and returned to Casey 
Minnt and Tenth streeja, | Monday. 
(OA m. LT II. 4 7. 


.. Koapphod Mr. Turner, both on- 
terprising bufinesa mon of Wostfleld, 
Urrled in our Pt yjover Monday. 
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Mr. Abe Grſrrer nud family returned 
Satuiday fron| tho west and Will take up 
, | thotr realdoncd In tiiis vicinity again after 

n two yours’ atlgonce, J 

Laal Hunday|it rained most all day and 
there, waa no kervico of any kind in the 
N. E; church, ot ven Sunday school. In 
m. tnefBpthel ehurch. Elder Perry held forth 

fon good audidneo- ^ ': 


rem. „ Our Literary Hoolety ts called to meot at 
2:85 p. m, She M. EK. ein roh s, Sight this week. 
. vores o. ESS ps m. | Tenchers’ medting Friday. evening at Mr. 
ett Wen) Williams’. Tio change Was made so as to 
Wes: 1:2 a. m, | Mare Bro: dm hor presenti j j 
3 ih a m. Nr. Jno Milite and wita nee Amy Rife of 
3 22 > P Colorado, hrrl e in this vieinity Saturday 
ite from Raat} t ut and will biy she guoestiof Marsha i und 
4 i al ' | Martinavillo |rlends during. the winter. 
dme ou! MNA. mobs. Miller hah boon engaged in mining 
Ec „ enn Sr a — ie samo dr prst: tut oyus valu- 
Wen o BS p. m, fblosharos in somo of tho, boat mines ih 
weren 230 p. m. | Colorado, wharo his timó and attention is 
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| Con lexions M TE T adtrtgistemteln uf the 
. estates f Jone H kemont, vs. Pamuel F. 
wanete ng do settle purtnersbip. W. Fa 
tef ond Immuni- Ana r era 
ane 3 a 
e ena biem- TOM mm ^ exl: n. V. Murahalli, ' 
fomed in Hagan's Nupreme Court. 
| ilm. A delicato Mon 4. M. Alien, Judge. 
„% article. Mold NEW KUITA, 
i 1 every were. hawd V. Fepryuson vs. Owen MeBride, > 


wifo Sundayed- among 


junction granted the Belt agniunt it. 
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FATE OF ROSA TRITT. 


History uf the Darkont Crime Ever Per- 
}ietrated in Vigo County. 

six years ago this morning a report 

cached the city of a horrible murder 

committed a mile and a half southeast 


of Sendford, about half a mile s 


iy of 
the I. & St. L. railroad. Burgoyne 


cartes Ko ſempie et ux. to Emma B. | Tritt, a wealthy farmer, lives! cemfor- 


tably ina larec two-story frafne house, 
just at the edge of a forest about forty 
acres in extent. llie family consisted 
of his wife, his daughter Rose; ja lova- 
ble girl of nineteen years of 2 and a 
‘hired hand, fylyanon Burnham. 

Burnliain had lived in the family three 
i years. The old gentleman had acted 
| the part of a father to him, had clothed 
‘and fed him, paid him well for all the 
| work he did, and held him 1n high 
| estes, The beauty and attraction ol 
| Ronchad won the heart of many rural 

beaux.. Both in the city and country 

ther iere mauy young 


mother died when she was. young, 


and she had lived with the! family 


uncle, 
tragedy, 


her 
the 


David 
a year 


Finith, 
before 


of 
till 


when her father martled an hunt oí 
Sylvanus, and she was brought to her 
Therefore, aa 
many men had lost their hearts to 
Rosa Tritt on mere casual medting, it 
living 
lea- 
Nate in lov& with the gif which 
ie did. For a long time he: pressed 
hia claims for her favor, but unsucceass 
fully. She seemed to treat him re. 
spectfully, but her friendship and love 
ung far- 
mer of the neighborhood.. On thè 
Sunday evening preceding the murder 
Burn- 
ham spoke-saucily to him and made 
some remirks which ' reflected upon 


father’s house to live. 


Was but natural that Burnba 
in thé same house, should ^ 


was reserved for another, à 
this young man made a call. 


Rosa's character. ‘She was indignant, 


and said to him that the law should re- 


venge her for the insult. Her lover 
heard it, .ánd wanted to chas- 
tise Burnham, but w dounseled 
by Rosa's father not) to. do 80. 
Burnham was moody after the 
occurrence, und  thteatened to 


get even. 


story. He firbt poured 


room. 


made off to the south. 
tion was great. 

around was searchec 
but except a glimp 


H 


has remgined à mystery. A body wa 
found in 
tlie detectives said was his, 
temp 1: siever made to iden 


From nii 


ify it. 


men who 
would have staked high ileus to have 
von the hand of Miss Tritt. Her 


About elevdn o'clock at 
night£six yeard ago last night, he crept 
silently to Rosa's room iu the second 
al oil on the 
stairway and| in one. of tbe lower 
rooms. Ile went into her room, went 
to the. poor , girl’s. bed,iand cut her. 
throat, Taking the body and wrapping 
‘| t in an old piece of carpet, he left the 
Before he quit tho house he set 
the oil on fire, and theu tled.to an old 
straw stack, where he hid his clothes. 
From that point he watched the build- 
ing burn, until tlie old folks were out 
and the neighbors had come. “He then 
The. indigna- 
Thel country for miles 
| for the murderer; 
a. farmer got of 
him the next; morning, he was never 
seen by 19 qne who recognized him. 
ayjto-tins his whereabouts 


- m 8 


the river near. Merom which 
but no at- 
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pills contain no opium, quinine, rande 0 


or ranged al 105 


other harmful drug and arè highly 15 50 ELS 
recorhmended for headache, neuralgia all 16 Janta 
nervousness. 50 cents, at druggists. | higher to The ic 
„ - rd—Fairiy : 
„ume! Hash“ ie one of the dishes e 
gor ved at the Yellowstone Park hotel, ready. Aalen 
but visitors are said to be somewhat ua 55 25 . 
suspicious of it. CRINE 7 i 
8 ruary. n cai 

Griggs’ Glycerine Gaive. at 214056 higher 


The beet dn earth can irul ü 


of Griggs’ Glycerine Salvo, which is s 
sure cure for cuts, bruises, scalds, 
burns, wounds, and all other sores. 
Will positively cure piles, tettei, and 
all skin eruptions, Try this wonder 
healer, Satisfaction guaranteed or 
monentelunded. Only 75 cents. For 
aale by Gulick & Co. 


| Sweet Cream Toilet Soap. 


Use Sweet Cream Toilet for the com- 
ploxion. It keeps the skin soft and 
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white. SE TKRBE 
Mies Emily Faithfull Is going to Can- Ti 
ada to see whether there ate opportu 11171 


nities in the border dlatricty for poor 


Groen hiden, 
girls from London. * 


vonal skins, lic 
12c ; dry nal h, 10 
sheep mulnu, 
tallow, 7%; 
Uutou back sul 


2 „The fan Boes Move.“ 

The Rev. J. Jasper (colored), who 
iugiats that "the sun do move," is so 
popular in Richmond, Ya, that when 
a stranger inquires the way to his 
church, the directions are to take u car 
toacertain corner and then follow the 
crowd. Tho ovidetch of BurceBB ot. 
modern discoveries beinz their popu- 
larity, follow the crowd“ 10 your drug 
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Heat hemloch 
ter, Wadio; on! 


Tub, di: 
low, 125600170. 


store and yet a boltle of Bigclow's| oe rinm y 
Positiye Cure, which cures coughs, | feathers, prim 
colds, comaumption and all throat and ar 14001 MT 
lung diseases speedily, thoroughly and | e bar, 

permanently. Trial bottle free, of ES p 
Gulick & Co. 40; ducks, pl 


: s en $390; dirke 
Mother Swan's Worm Syrup. i i ci 


Infallible, tasteless, harmless, cathar- 


tie; for foveristinens, restlessness, bes me, ne 
ipati 256 n, Oleür, 

worms, constipation, 25c. ors Bio; “olean 

; : e renderoi 

If Smyrna ia to be deserted by its barrels, Jc: « 

le on on account of earthquakes, | boan pork, $16 

there is likely to be a short supply of Hr agg: 
figa|next year. T kast bagon, 
. s 4 tierces, Nad 

Advice to others. 
heat—Ful 
Are you disturbed at night and mw LOREN aN 


brdkeh of your rest by, a Sick child | 300. Oaw_—our 
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suffering and crying w pain of cut- | car lots, 910 00, 
ting teeth? II 80, send at once and fi 
geta bottle of Mus. WiusLow's SooTn-| steers, k 
ING: Bynur ron CHILDBEEN , TEETHING, | 36; wa 
Its value is incalcuiable, It will re- n 
lleye che little sufferer Immediately. | 9494 
Depend upon it, mothérs, there is no 
mistake about it. It cures dysente 

and diarrhœœa, regulates. the stomac 
and bowels, cures wind colic, softens 


the; guma, reduces inflamation, and WITH 
gives tone and energy to the whole A Valuable Di 
gyglem. Mrs. WINSTIOw's Soornina ss ti 
ByRur oH Cniupren  TmgTHiNG is a Ni 
pleasant to the taste, and is the pre- 

scrivtion.of one of the oldest aud best] THE MAGN 
female e and. nurpes in the 5 
Unſted States, and is for sále by all Magnet! 


ujrgietd throughout the world. Price] ., 
.28 gents á bottle. 5 wie: - WA | ANTE 
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sions Impote 


PhjsicianB freely ptescribe Ayer's 
Pills as the safest and most pbriect ca- 
thajtic ever compounded. 


. “Rough on Gorne. *| 
Alsk for] Wells’ “Rough oh Corna.” 


15c| . Quick] completo, permanent care. | Dyspppata.t a 
Coins, warte, bunions. hu 415 a 


Summer Complaint, 


or colic in infanta, teething, sum- 
: complaint, flux or cholera in- 


f 3 


‘om 
ous strónm 


